
HANDBELL RINGERS OF GREAT BRITAIN  

Annual General Meeting—11th April 2026 

Secretary’s Report 

It has been my pleasure to be the HRGB Secretary for another exciting year.  

I would like to thank my fellow Officers, Keith Rowland, Anthony Hayes and Diane Holt for their support 

over the past year. The Regional Secretaries have been very helpful too, as have the Trustees on the  

National Executive Committee. 

We have had quite a few changes in personnel over the last year. Deborah Lowther took over as Editor of 

Reverberations, ably assisted with the artwork by Philip Gregory, and they produced their first edition last 

Autumn. 

John and Jane Willis retired as National Sales Managers and Kris Perruzza, based in Hereford,  has    

taken over very successfully. Kris has a stand at this rally, so do pop along to the trade stand area to say 

hello. 

Our Congratulations should go to Beth McCord, who has been awarded Honorary Life Membership by the 

North West Region for all her many years as Chair of the Region. Beth managed a team which produced 

a wonderful National Rally in 2025 in Milton Keynes. Many congratulations Beth. 

Aidan Fozzard should be congratulated too for a very enjoyable and successful National Residential  

Ringing Week in August 2025. Who can forget the Pas de Deux at the final concert? The registrations for 

the 2027 event will be opening in August 2026, so look out for that on the HRGB website.  

Funds are available via the Vaughan Evans Fund and the Nick Ottmann fund to support young ringers. 

Do have a look on the HRGB website for details. The Vaughan Evans fund has helped four young HRGB 

members with the cost of registration and music at the International Symposium to be held in Aberdeen in 

August 2026. Registration for this event is closed now and Martin Winter and his symposium committee 

have worked so hard, and I am sure this prestigious event will be a huge success.   

Four ringers joined Damien Lim and his Ministry of Bellz ringers for ten days of fun in Singapore. There 

were fifteen Latin American pieces to learn and most ringers were required to play in different positions 

playing, in my case, from B4 to C8. The event closed with a magnificent concert on 7th February which 

was truly magical. The Singapore people were so courteous and warm, and the MOB ringers (universally 

known as the Mobsters) were so patient and kind to all their Foreign Guest Ringers.  

At a recent National Executive Meeting, the Trustees asked for help in drafting a Complaints procedure 

document. Martin Winter has expertise in this area, but with the International Symposium looming large, 

has not had time to draft a document. If you feel that you can help the NEC, please do get in touch with 

me. 

With my Correspondence Secretary’s hat on, can I make an appeal for teams to spread the word that 

handbell appearances at meetings, weddings, WI and so on do need a realistic period of planning. I had 

one request on 28th December, for a team to appear at a New Years Eve party, three days later.I am   

always willing to help event organisers to find teams in their local areas but most teams need to plan their 

itineraries a couple of months in advance especially at Christmas. Remember that handbells are not just 

for Christmas!  

Well done to everyone for all your efforts in planning rallies, events, workshops, courses, webinars and of 

course the  International Symposium. All this helps to raise the profile of handbell ringing and to increase 

the HRGB membership. 

May I wish you all a happy, healthy and successful ringing year ahead. I hope to see many of you at    

future  rallies and in Aberdeen at the International Symposium in August 2026. 

Judy Gees 

Secretary 


